Hormonal treatment to arrest excessive tallness in girls has been tried in the past (Freed, 1958; Goldzieher, 1956 ). Most of the studies have reported reduction in the estimated linear growth with oestrogen therapy, but the chief pitfall has been lack of accuracy in the prediction of mature stature as evaluated by the tables of Bayley and Pinneau (1952) . Recently, Tanner et al. (1975) published equations and tables for prediction of adult height from height, bone age, and occurrence of menarche with allowance for midparent height. We applied this method to a series of 40 tall girls in order to confirm the action ofoestrogens, and to compare results with those of a previous study in which predicted ultimate stature was evaluated by the Bayley and Pinneau tables (Greenblatt et al., 1966) .
Materials and methods
The study is based on a series of 40 patients with good socioeconomic status, seen in private practice by one of us (R.B.G.), in whom appropriate tests had ruled out endocrinopathy. All patients' heights were >97th centile, age ranged from 10 to 15 years ( Fig.) . A few untreated patients were available for comparative study and a number had a sister who, without treatment, reached a significantly higher stature.
Stature was measured every 6 months by the same observer until stable over a period of one year. xrays of left hand and wrist were taken every 6 (H.A.) , using the 'TW2' method of Tanner et al. (1962) . Each of the designated 13 bones of the hand and wrist were interpreted separately for the stage of growth, which was given a rating based on comparisons with standards. The rating score of each of the bones was added to give a total maturity score, and bone age was determined from this score according to tables provided. Stature of both parents and sibs was recorded either by direct measurement when possible or by information. According to the method of Tanner et al. (1962) The tall girl: prediction of mature height and management 119 (1975) based on multiple regression equations for predicting the adult height of girls from height and bone age seems to be of great accuracy and different tables are provided for pre-and postmenarchial girls. Their 'TW2' method allows greater flexibility and accuracy in the over-all growth maturity assessment by not requiring the observer to calculate the 'bone age' on one standard x-ray, as in the method of Greulich and Pyle (1959 
